Lookout Mountain Parkway

Little River Canyon National Preserve

The green signs along Tabor Road, Rte. 89, the first leg of the Lookout Mountain Parkway, will guide you north to State
Rte. 68, where the parkway becomes Rte. 176 with Leesburg on the left and Collonsville to the right. Farther along, at a
community called Dogtown, the drive makes a brief, beautiful detour from the parkway itself, taking Rte. 176A northeast
along the western rim of Little River Canyon.

The roadway parallels the steep-walled rift, one of the deepest to be found east of the Mississippi River. Turnouts are
sprinkled along the route; stand at the canyon's edge, if you dare, and listen for the distant music of the Little River,
rushing along some 700 feet below. You can even follow one of several trails that lead down the sandstone cliffs to the
cloistered canyon floor and reward yourself with a refreshing summertime dip in one of the Little River's sheltered
swimming holes. After you enjoy this side trip, return to the parkway by following Rte. 35 westward to Rte. 89.

Little River flows for most of its length atop Lookout Mountain in northeast Alabama. The river and canyon systems are
spectacular Appalachian Plateau landscapes any season of the year. Forested uplands, waterfalls, canyon rims and
bluffs, stream riffles and pools, boulders, and sandstone cliffs offer settings for a variety of recreational activities. Natural
resources and cultural heritage come together to tell the story of the Preserve, a special place in the Southern
Appalachians.
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